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CAPABILITHS OF A COBA-BASED IL- 28 /beagle force 


1. The XL-28 la primarily a light batter, and following its appearance 
Is 1950, waa aeslgACd la large aonbera to boabar rcgiaeats la Soviet Tactical 
Air Aredee ia support of Soviet groaad forces. Althoagh e&c ambers of these 
aircraft have bee* raencad (aoetly aiaea I960) with tha latrodactlea ef 
higher perfetaeaco aircraft lata tactical Aviation, tha JJL-U apparently atill 
constitutes the bscfcboaa af the Tactical Aviation boublag capability. Al th e ngh 
basically <atfgne4 ae a hlsh-cltltudc gat laaiir, it haa a deuaaetrated gr inai l 
awppect capability. Its ffiKWWMJT navigation systeai will provide precise 
navigation to target* up to IS5 u.u>. while tha ISSanOOH boabing/navigetlea 
radar la need for longer distances. With a diving tsra radius at see level 
under conbat load conditions af about 500 yard* at 260 knots, tha IL-2S baa 
goad anaeuvexsblllty. Ita forward firing 23 «.a. guns cootrlbata to ita gr oans 
af p a r t capability. Aa a high altitada boaber, tha XL- 28 ia believed to be need 
at altitudes aa high as 50,000-55,000 feat, Buclear atoraga sitae bars beea 
Identified ia tha OSS* adjacent to tt-20 boabar baaea, supporting eatlnetes 
that this aircraft haa a aaclear bo a bla g capability. 

2. Soviet Tactical air amies coatlaua to have recoaaaiasaace rcgiaettte 
aewipped with XL-28 which la eauipsed for high aad low level photography day 
or aight. 

5. Tha Xfr»2S haa also baaa> widely aaad by Coanualst navel air farces mm 
a viae layer aad a torpedo carrier. Slgalficaatly it proved to be wore 
varaatlla ia thaaa roles than the T6-14/S08BI, which also appeared ia 1950 
far aavel air use bat waa later rapleced ia naval air regiueate by the H>26. 

Atcachaeat 1 




The TO-16/BADCrER Jet wmdltm boaber hee since replaced the 1L-2S in Soviet 
navel eviction, bet the letter ie etill uaed far naval elr alaalcm* la other 
Coaanalet countries, 

4* The XL* 28 ie oloo cnpleyed la e variety of etillty role*. Widely need 
to tear target* for gunnery practice (aerial, AAA, ohlp-to-alr) , it bee 
frequently been noted flying le*»cltitede penetration nlaeiene against Soviet 
elr defenses te enorcise the elr warning end Interceptor systems* It he* been 
«m4 te calibrate the elr defense radars end generally *• Melet la the 
training *f Soviet elr defense forces. It hee beea widely used la ECM activity 
to train, theee forces* 

•• WIMBLE 20US MP UXMIOBS Of IB JL-2& 
5. Operations Is s upport of Cehee forces: 

c. Overland and offebore photographic end visual recounaisoancc* 

b. Antl~shlpplng attack, using bonbs, depth chergce, torpedoes end 
euteactie uecpenc. 

c* Support aleeiens (beaching end strafing) againat Invading forces 
or gearrllte forcee operating In the Interior of Cube. 

d« Electronic count eraescuras. 

e. Training of Cuben elr defenee forcee* 

f. Miscellaneous utUlty/lieieou functions. 

€• Operetiene agaiust the United States end Latin Aacrlean actions* (See 
Attachwant 2 for characteristics end perforacnee data, and Attacbnent 3 for 
ereee of coverage) i 

a« Fbotegreffeic end electronle reconnaissance of the Caribbean See 
end flnlf of Mexico, ee veil ea edjecent lend ereee of tbe*?<feited States and 


Lot in Anorlco* 

b. Covert *loo Uylag to Volte* States *o4/or Lotia *»*rlooa *«tor*. 

c, ttigu altitude (3^,G00-3S,G00 f*et) bo*bl«£ attacks. 

4* Support of Cobeo force* attempt!** eoptublou* oporetioo* agaioet 
edjacoot coeetoi ar*ee« 

l« Although* o* ta<Uiti< above, the IL- i8 po aa oaa o a * big* degree of 
e4ept*blll£y to «*rlee* typee of toibt* enplejmot, it pgoMbbly cooid MC be 
«ee* to the foil extaot of It* f^CMtUi 4m to exletiagt *jffegn«re4 t lloltlog 
feetef*. 

2* Amoag tfaeoe ere* 

e* Ago * forlee pradoc tloo e* the U~£S stoppe d at ieoet fl*e yeere 
ego* pcebefely earlier* Cm profele* of fUM KtitMwet, «4 geoUebUity e* 
opera poet* ead e«b e*sooblleg» prohebly eeoetitotee go lacteggfagly troebleeoo 
pcebleau It la cwvMtiy eettaeted thee the XL~Sft will probably be pheee4 ant 
of operational eoite of the Soviet Air Forte *y IMA* 

fe* g »y fern ace * As tedleated la Attechoeet l t the overage enlee 
egeed of the XL»2S» ee well es its target epeed, is iN«U SSOgtaote* Ite 
mmmtmm up o ed 1* eetlaeted et ebeot 465 teote. This eepeet of perfecaeoee 
eleee oekee ft extreoely vttloereble to aoden oir defeoee eyeteetg* 

*• coMBOiaar oy n^f uith bb mc warns ■» in cb»a 

U MW-15/17/19/ll aircraft ee« to Cube la additlee to their fighter 
defease capability else have the capability to attack tergete oa lesd or 

esieg gee** roefceta aad beofce* The** eaa bo eerrted eat at higher speed* 


ttMHk that of thm IL~2*« The factor, bo»rar f ha* a far txtiur m$t u4 
^aylM4 capability* Tha XL-28 la alao suporlor to ttita aircraft la tha 
areas of racoaoalaaaaea* tospa4o aod olaa ea trior*, and utlllty/llalso*. 


morn*** im nm«romi<a 

l. Tb« Ur 28 *itta • 6*00 pooad boob load (eoavoatlooai or nclur) flo«o unrfor 
optional eoaditi-oa* 1» aatlwatad to have t<*o following perfonaaocc wit -out tb« 
oao of vine- tip cxtoraal foal taakas 


Tote-off grooad ma «t Urn Uwl (ft) 3.300 

8ako-o£f to clear 50 foot <ft) 4,900 

TIM to cllab-IL to 30,000 foot (bIo) 13.0 

Caaba* tMgo (an) i,ioo 

fwrtar taoim SM 

Aoaras* CniM fpaod <kto) 380 

Tarsae Speed (kte) 3tS 

Maximal Speed (at 15,000 foot) (fcte) 465 

Target altiCnde (ft) 30,800 

Pinal Cmlalag altltode (ft) 44,200 

Totol Miealen Tim (bro) 3.5 

2. If the IL-28 is flow o« o lowlewblgb nieelao (proceed to target end 
attack at lev altltede, cllnb to boot operating eltieede end retora to beee), 
it la eetlaated that It woeld have o eenbet radio* of 350 oh with a 4430- 
poond boob load. tetlneted mmiiiwim speed at aoa level 1* 395 kta. 

3. Tho IL-28 baa alao boos o bo^g o ad vltfc nlag-ttp foal tanka, 

bvt present evidence Lapliea that only tbo photographic recaaaalaaeace varelon 
of tbie aircraft earrUa tfaaao tanks. Wltb tip teoka, bonaw t, and wltb a 
roduood b«t atlii effective benfe load tbo aircraft mm a banner la activated 
to have a ceabat range of 1,400 a* aad a contest ratfloa of 740 an neeer the 
above opftnan conditions. There la mm evidence tbot tbo XL- 28' a la Caba hove 
tip-teaks, aor aro tip-tonka aomal for IL-28 boobex tvae aircraft. 
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4. The bomber vers to a lc equipped with two 23am fixed forward firing guns 
ia the fuselage snd t*ft> 23m guns in the tsil turret. Two hundred rounds of 
sxanunitioa ere csrried for the nose guns sad 450 rounds for the tsit guns. 
The tomb bey is 14 feet long, 3.2 feet high st the side veil end 3.4 feet 

et the center. 

5. The NcannnlSMuee version of D>28 is sinllsr in dimensions sod entenel 
sppesrsnce to the bobber except for the eliniastloa of the right nose gun 
port end the tip tenk Instslletiou. Intensity, the right nose gun Is 
eliminated elong with a wing (internsl) fuel tenk. Added is photogrsphlc 
equipment end s boob bey fuel tenk. 
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